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Abstract

Yongming Yanshou was a Chan monk during the late Tang through early Song
dynasties. He attempted to synthesize the diverse teachings of the various schools such
as Tiantai, Huayan, Zen and Consciousness-only. Besides, he also regarded the
integration of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism as his mission. Zongmi's idea of
integrating meditation practices (Chan) and doctrinal teachings, which Yongming
Yanshou advocated, made quite an impact on Yanshou’s concept of Huayan Chan.
Through unifying both teachings of Chan and Huayan, he recommended the concept of
complete and immediate teachings instead of the five teachings of Huayan: the teaching
of the lesser vehicle, the elementary teaching of the greater vehicle, the final teaching
of the greater vehicle, the immediate teaching of the greater vehicle and the complete
teaching of the one vehicle.

Yongming Yanshou's significant work is Zongjing Lu (Records of the Source
Mirror), which consists of one hundred volumes with more than 800,000 words . This
paper aims to study Yanshou’s Huauan Chan as well as expound his thought on unifying
Chan and Huayan teachings based on his notion of “Zong Jing” in Zongjing Lu : “the
one, all-encompassing, universal mind is the zong—the central, unifying source of
Buddhist teaching; the myriad dharmas of phenomenal existence are the mirror, or
reflections of the mind

This paper refers to two aspects: one is Yongming Yanshou's viewpoint of Huayan,
and the other is his thought on integrating Huayan and Chan. Yongming Yanshou 's
so-called "Zong Jing" implies that “the one universal mind is Zong; the myriad
phenomenal existence are Jing (mirror) or reflections of the mind.” When reading the
Buddha’s essential teaching of Mind-only in the Lankavatara Sutra, Yanshou obtained

such realization so as to express that the teachings of Huayan School, similar to Jong-
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Jing described above, also show that the one, all-encompassing, universal mind, the
mirror, reflects all of Dharmadhatu—all of Dharmadhatu come from mind

Yongming Yanshou is one of the patriarchs of Fayan School. He regarded
“sudden enlightenment” as the principle and single-minded practice with all methods
as the worldly matter of cultivation. Besides, through fully understanding the teachings
of Huayan School, not only did he establish the concept of integrating Chan and
doctrine based on the doctrine of dharma-nature school and the Perfect Teaching, but
he also advocated Huayan Chan with the teachings of integrating Chan and Huayan

teaching.

Keywords: Yongming Yanshou, Huayan Chan, Zongjing Lu , Zongmi,

the unification of Chan and doctrin
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